143

sleep. Energy returned with the sun and in the
matter of military reorganization we made up within
a few weeks for the neglect and lethargy of many
months. From the booty captured at Guadalajara
we received new Italian machine-guns. Steel hel-
mets were distributed and military instruction was
resumed. Food became more plentiful again and
better than it had been for months ; it included the
first oranges from Valencia, a very welcome addition
to our diet. The wounded and the sick, now
restored to health, returned in driblets from the
hospitals to the front, and a few days later, owing to
the recent levies, the company was up to strength.
I now was able to devote more time and attention
to the men themselves.

With the fine weather, they had crept like snails
out of their shells. The sound of the flamencos was
heard every evening. We set ourselves to work and
in the course of a few nights we extended our
trench by a few hundred metres in the direction of
Las Rosas. But during the day, and more particu-
larly during the holy hour of the siesta, when
neither side was in the habit of shooting, we took
sunbaths in the trench. The older members of the
company had built a sort of shelter, thatched with
foliage, which protruded above the parapet, and
was a convenient target for enemy bullets. They
went whizzing through the branches and beyond